HOWARD, ESSIE
This 76-year-old woman with history of metastatic appendiceal carcinoma is being recertified for hospice because of following findings. The patient remains in a tremendous amount of pain requiring around the clock pain medication. She demonstrates protein-calorie malnutrition, definitely worsening mentation, spending 18-24 hours a day in bed. She has chronic anemia which makes her even moving her arms and legs very difficult and, because of that, she developed some dyspnea. The patient has a KPS score of 30%, continues to have a non-healing decubitus ulcer of the left buttock, now at 1 cm x 3 cm x 2 cm and the right buttock at 1 cm x 2 cm x 0.6 cm and middle coccyx at 1 cm x 1 cm x 0.5 cm. These have definitely worsened since the last certification.

Given current findings, her worsening condition and the patient is further along in her end-of-life journey and most likely has less than six months to live, remains hospice appropriate.
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